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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to amendment filed on 06-25-04 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-13 and 15-31 . 

3. The drawings filed on 01 December 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Reason for allowance 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the 
applicant's amendment of 16-25-04 overcomes the technical deficiencies and the prior art of 
record. 

The prior art of records fails to teach or fairly suggest a multi-function driver 
configurable to process either single-ended or differential signals, comprising: 
a first and second pull-up circuits coupled between a supply voltage and respectively a first 
and second output terminals and including first and second terminals to receive first and 
second input signals, a first and second pull-down circuits coupled between the first output 
terminal and ground potential, and including respectively first and second terminal to receive 
first and second input signals, a first switch coupled the first and second pull-up circuits, the 
first switch responsive to a mode signal; and a second switch coupled between the first and 
second pull-down circuits, the second switch responsive to the mode signal as called for in 
claims 1 and 15; a driver for processing single-ended and differential signals comprising: first 
and second circuits connected in series between a supply voltage and ground potential; third 
and fourth circuits connected in series between the supply voltage and ground potential; 
means for configuring the first and second circuits to implement a first inverter and 
configuring the third and fourth circuits to implement a second inverter to simultaneously 
process two single-ended signals during a first mode; and means for configuring the first and 
third circuits to implement a first differential circuit and configuring the second and fourth 
circuits to implement a second differential circuit to process a differential signal during a 
second mode as called for in claim 25; a method of processing single-ended and differential 
signals using a multi-function driver having first, second, third, and fourth circuits, 
comprising: configuring the first and second circuits to implement a first inverter and 
configuring the third and fourth circuits to implement a second inverter to simultaneously 
process two single-ended signals when a mode signal is in a first logic state; and configuring 
the first and third circuits to implement a first differential circuit and configuring the second 
and fourth circuits to implement a second differential circuit to process a differential signal 
when the mode signal is in a second logic state as called for in claims 28 and 3 1 . 
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Conclusion 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons 
for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Hiep Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0127. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7:30 A.M.to 4:00 
P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tim Callahan, can be reached on (703) 308-4876. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703)308-5716. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
308-0956. 
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